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Poland and Germany
some background information

Poland Germany

km2 312.680 km2 360.000 km2

inhabitants 38 mill 83 mill

inh./km2 120,7 231,9

income/year 14.247€ 40.000€

Administrative 
divisions

16 voivodeships 16 states

Germany Poland
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Agenda

Questions for the presentation

▪ How is the role of parents and schools defined by
legislation and governmental regulations?

▪ How are parents addressed looking at the
governmental regulations and the practice of schools?

▪ What about the situation of parents before and during
the Covid-19 pandemic?

Conclusions

▪ Ambivalences & areas of tension
▪ Challenges for home-school cooperation
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Basic Law defines rights and duties of parents in 
general.

For more details: Each of the 16 federal states 
(„Länder“) is responsible for the areas culture, 
science and education.
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How is the role of parents and schools defined by
legislation and governmental regulations in Germany?



Parents State (School)

Article 6, paragraph 2 
Basic Law

Article 7, paragraph 1
Basic Law

§

§

1
9

4
9

G
G

“The entire school 
system shall be under 
the supervision of the 

state.“

“The care and 
upbringing of children is 
the natural right of 
parents and a duty 
primarily incumbent 
upon them.”
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Decision of the Federal Constitutional Court 
from 1972: 

“The goal of this shared responsibility is to ensure the 
personal development of a child […] through meaningful 

cooperation between parents and school” 
(Paseka & Killus 2020, p. 23, as stated by BVerfG 1972)

How is ‘meaningful cooperation’
interpreted in practice? 
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“Erziehungs- und Bildungspartnerschaft”

Upbringing PartnershipEducationaland
(Literal translation)
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‘Shared Responsibility‘ and 
a  Partnership-like Rhetoric in Germany

Home-School-Partnership
Family-School-Partnership
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How are parents
addressed looking at 
the governmental
regulations and the
practice of schools?
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customers

Perspectives on parents

partners

clients

experts

(political)
actors

Largely ignored: parents as suppliers
by monitoring and coaching their kids

hard-to-reach
parents
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suppliers

customers
partners

Killus & Paseka 2017

What about the situation of parents
before the Covid-19 pandemic?
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suppliers
customers

partners

Child > Primary School***
Balanced challenges***

Child > Gymnasium***
Not enough challenged***

Secondary School ***
Child overburdened***

Killus & Paseka 2017

What about the situation of parents
before the Covid-19 pandemic?



▪Role of parents as supporters increased. 

▪Parents felt well informed but not supported.

▪Teachers assess their efforts more positive than parents.

▪Three groups of parents (Porsch & Porsch 2022): burdened parents
(63%), relaxed parents (13%) and enthusiastic parents (24%).

▪Parents had to find new solutions to arrange family work and paid
work: mothers were more stressed than fathers, however part of
fathers increased.
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What about the situation of parents
during the Covid-19 pandemic?



General situation of an education system

Responsibility for education

Roles of mothers and fathers
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Conclusions about home-school cooperation

Ambivalences & areas of tension

centralism decentralism

familialismde-familialism

re-traditionalism new arrangements
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Conclusions about home-school cooperation

Challenges for home-school cooperation
OR

What can we learn from existing projects?
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Conclusions about home-school cooperation

Parental involvement and engagement in schools

> Who is made responsible?

PARENT‘s responsiblity versus SCHOOL‘s responsiblity
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Conclusions about home-school cooperation

Parental involvement and engagement in schools

> Who is made responsible?

PARENT‘s responsiblity versus SCHOOL‘s responsiblity

Experience Reading 
in Families (Bonanati 2021)

Bielefeld Training on Cooperation in 
Inclusive Schools (Wild 2021)



There is still a lot to do for reaching the aim
to establish a ‚shared responsibility‘ 
between parents and schools.

THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!
angelika.paseka@uni-hamburg.de
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For further reading
Paseka, Angelika & Byrne, Delma (2020): Parental Involvement Across European 
Education Systems: Critical Perspectives. London: Routledge.

➢ Paseka, Angelika & Killus, Dagmar (2020): Parental Involvement in Germany. In: 
Paseka, Angelika & Byrne, Delma (eds.): Parental Involvement Across European 
Education Systems: Critical Perspectives. London: Routledge, 21-35.

Paseka, Angelika & Killus, Dagmar (2022): Home-School Partnership in Germany: 
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Killus, Dagmar & Paseka, Angelika (2020): Zusammenarbeit zwischen Eltern und Schule. 
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